Biochemical studies of acetylcholine esterase inhibitor present in Eugenia caryophyllus.
Water, saline and ethanol extracts of Eugenia caryophyllus inhibited brain acetylcholinesterase (AchE) activity. Inhibitory action of the saline extract was greater than that of other extracts. The most active fraction of the saline extract obtained by chromatography through Sephadex G25 and DEAE cellulose columns and elution with tris and phosphate buffers (pH. 7.1) exhibited reactions characteristic of phenols, amino compounds and uronic acid. It is, therefore, suggested that the active inhibitor is a complex glycoside containing phenol and uronic acid part structure.